
 
WRDA Position on Supporting Sex Worker’s Rights 

Our vision is of a fair and equal society and our belief that all women have the right 
to dignity, equality and respect is at the heart of WRDA’s work. We work from a 
feminist perspective, informed by women’s experiences, and we promote and 
practice participation, inclusion and collaboration which builds solidarity as a means 
to effect social change in all the work we undertake. We recognise that inequality is 
based on and sustained by structures and systems that limit personal choice and 
freedom.  

We understand that sex workers face additional barriers, marginalisation and 
inequalities just because they are sex workers. Further, we recognise the high levels 
of discrimination, violence and exclusion that sex workers face in society. As a 
women’s organisation, WRDA recognises the need to support the needs of sex 
workers through our work. 

As a feminist organisation informed by women’s experiences, and linking with our 
vision, mission and current strategic plan aims, the position of WRDA is:  

 
 

 To call for legislation to be re-examined and sex-workers should be actively 
engaged in this process  

 Actively engage with women outside of the formal women’s sector to increase 
collective empowerment leading to growth in the progressive women’s 
movement in Northern Ireland, 

 To actively campaign for a human-rights based, harm reduction model of 
decriminalisation in line with Sex Workers Alliance Ireland (SWAI), UN AIDS, 
the World Health Organisation (WHO), the English Collective of Prostitutes, 
Amnesty International and the Global Alliance Against Trafficking in Women,  

 To support the protection and promotion of the health and wellbeing needs of 
sex workers through public policy and service provision,  

 To promote economic and social policy that supports the needs of all women, 
including sex workers, and to enable women to make choices and to be a 
visible force for change, 

 To continue to call for comprehensive sex and relationship education to be 
included in statutory curriculum, as an effective strategy for promoting consent 
and sexual health.  


