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Introduction

April 2017 WRDA received a small grant from Belf
O jRecctl,ai mi ng the Bonfires; Women explore the Inte
|l ebr,atwiassnst o enabl e women to explore the rich, di
ternational l-ymwgt hi agvibei touse in cultural cel et
cument the activities and recommendations on how
tivity.

e project attempted to address the silencing of v
ntrol of cultural expression. The project provioc
storical narrative on bonfires and develop recomr
ans of cultural expression.

e project aimed to tackle the undocumented and wur
nflict by engaging them in developing a shared ar
l tur al expression and by providing the opportunit
w these cultural expressions could be realised ir
ctarianism and racism by changing attitudes and ¢
ile also tackling isolation, polarisation and di v
oup

tackling these issues through a gendregptrl ensnt athie
men i n -ndaekciinsgi owmhi ch has an adverse effect on poli
dress this deficit by targeting women in disadvar
plore bonfires from different hist-oreathe gaddcptl ¢
idelines for communities that wish to use bonfire
ovides the opmagtoeri aiesltaranée expression in a m
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Background and Context

nfires in Northern Ireland have been ¢
can be traced back to pagan times anc
explored very successfully in Derryl/l Lc
Man festival in 2015. I't was an ambi ti
riers, with an estimated 20, 000 partic

tradit.
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Bonfires were back making the headline

I't was alleged that Council officials agr e
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July Sinn Féin proposed a motion to ¢
ve materi al from bonfire sites. This ¢
el eventh noghedbbahdreDbherbdsonf cowund:c
Il reland Fire and Rescue Service (NIFRES
the Sandy Row site. Bonfire material v
Bel fast because of safety concerns.
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The Findings

Positive Experiences of Bonfires

ticipants talked about their youth and the t

s. This commenced when school broke up at tFh
nd other ‘“bits and bobs’ . 't wa's® ulhye na wupt h ey
built until then. The women talked about bt
re not allowed t-ona@osttdlie)t e wonsd.r el tt hmd s ng
rival bonfire collectors’ from other street ¢
| ders were not vigilant enough. They talked
t the men in the street stood with hoses anc
ned out which was wuswually in a couple of hot

shape not square or round or super structu

—_—

|l ked about the street games and songs they s
nced around the bonfires. Family and neighbc
te their culture. They talked at | ength abol
of the event and the evening itself. They te&
urs; baking potatoes over the bonfires on st
s mum would collect some money in the strec
party. Some of the women talked about the ¢

they stood at the same spot at the bonfire
about how their granny used to make them t ak
another one after because you were stinking

|l ked about touring the other bonfires with s
ow up to the Shankill. While some were very
s and their cultwural significance (' Beacons
ey had n'dwasdefaorwhvahte nt hteh ely2 we r'd’ kGtdhse;r s* ietnh jwoay
g kerbstones and putting bunting up. Some of
d three times a yea'™mA XeaswomEasteemambderfed t

moving f%wgn Adast of +thoe talsesqdmptt itocm mark internment

jumping
di ffere
more of
wer e mu
ot her s

over the wall ‘“to do a bit of courting wher
nces in rural and urban experiences with wor
a ci'twanhangotiatrylthing’ . I n the days befc
ch more mixed, some catholic neighbours woul

talked of their catholic friends helping gat




How, When & Why the nature of bonfires changed

The women remembered things changing drastically al
happened. They talked about slum clearings in some
was coupled by the rise in violence with the onset
di splaced or mixed marriage families moving due to
people. They descr i-ubpe dc hcaonmgmunngi tayn dmapkeeopl e di dn’ t kn
They also talked about when new housing was built t
bonfires to be held.

Some women described bonfires really changing at tF
dark ti me’ They believed that at this time peopl e
would be shootings or stabbings, and this was the g
l etting their children go. The women talked about r
with regular shows of strength. They also believed
gained, the more competitive rival bonfires became.

Negative Experiences of Bonfires

The women described how bonfires had changed and wt
bear I ittle resemblance to the cultural, family anc
t hat the women had enjoyed in their youth. The bonf
telling | ocal residents to stop collecting money fc
described how bonfires became these superstructur es
environment and not at all family friendly’ Some ¢
Grenfell Tower in London and some of the bonfires ¢k
a cause for concern as ‘people could so easily | osce
The women also described how heavy consumption of &
family event. Women described people being out of t
fights. They described guns and balaclavas, shots
certain bonfires which was described as an ‘accepte
eye to'. The politicisation of bonfires by burning
religious effigies all added to the bonfires becomi
stopped women complaining or trying to get them mo\
Bel fast City Council’'s bonfire policy and scheme di
that the financi al scheme for bonfires was not scrt
hands’ Ot hers described that some of the stall hol
other activities have |links with | ocal paramilitar:i
stressf ul and that it should be revisited as some ¢
tyres and keep families out. Others commented that
for bonfires and have independent investigations ir
comments were made about council empl oyees having t
that they felt this was wunfair as political i ssues
empl oyees had to |live in communities so the onus stF
While some said that there wereobenfiom tbemlibtaksc
on the bonfire committee’. Some women talked about
government and politicians as a whole while others
these decisions don’'t Iive in the communities whiclt



The Recommendations

The participants were asked to generate some recomr
facilitate bonfires being more culturally inclusi Vve
suggested, they do provide creative alternatives ar
altogether but -camflie¢curinnteobusi prey and family frie

Bonfires & Sites

The majority of women insisted that bonfires shoul c
not going to damage property or topple over. They ¢
acceptable, environmentally friendly material to bev
ansocial/excessive behaviour Community Stewards sho
would have direct contact with the PSNI, NI FRS and
List of NO's such as dumping rubbish, dumping sof as
effigies. They also suggested community storage spe

Communi ties Managing Bonfires

The women said that for bonfires to returfmotmo tthleei r
community was essential. They talked about communi:t
should be anonymous if people fear speaking out. TE&
people and set up in each area to |iaise with the F
the committees should be gender baluapn c(eydo vanngd preed plee
represented also) and that there should be a 50 % c
around the bonfire should be advertised locally so
They talked about bringing the bonfires back to the
and kids al/l i nvolved and intergenerational enterte
suggested education workshops and a programme on tFl
Tackling illegal behaviour

The women were adamant that there needed to be PSNI
|l aw. This would be essential to underpin the change
that there is an acceptable | evel of | awlessness al
programmes on the concieaqluemeteasviodurantdr i mi nal recor
empl oyment and travel

Medi a Coverage

Some women spoke of how they thought media cover age

al so painted communities in a very bad | igh'thi gwhten
party in her community, 600 people turned up. It we
bonfire. Feedback from the event suggested that thc
troubl e oocri adntbiehavi our . The woman said that she co
cover the story but they were not interested as it
NI feed on. The weimme nf rsoung gtehset ende doivay t o cover good n
media content with | ocal TV station, NVTV.
Creative ideas

Some creative ideas emerged al so. Some women suQgges
Western’ and a traditional and a modern youth | ed ¢
i ndustry. Some other women suggested a competition
built from environmentally friendly materials as a

get built and then burned.
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Conclusion

mal | pilot project attempted to address the s
l'itary control of cultural expression, and pr
i cal narrative on bonfires and recommendati or
tural expression.

kling these issues through a gendreaprl emnesnt & thie
i n -ndaekciinsgg ommhi ch has an adverse effect on poli
s this deficit by targeting women in disadvar
e bonfires from different hist-oreathe gaddcpt &
ines for communities that wish to use bonfire
his report is testament to a successfud pil ot
e bonfires.
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